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Abstract The systematic status of Macroglossum palauensis Matsumura was discussed and it 
was considered to be a synonym of M. sylvia Boisduval. 
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Macroglossum palauensis Matsumura (Fig. 1) 


Macroglossum palauensis Matsumura, 1930: 120, fig.2; id. 1931: 605, fig. 


Although in the original description Matsumura writes, “Hab.-Palau ; one male specimen 
was collected by Mr. S. Uchiyama.”, there are two females identified as palauensis by him 
preserved in the Laboratory of Systematic Entomology, Hokkaido University, Sapporo. 





Figs 1-2. Macroglossum palauensis Matsumura. 1. Holotype, % (not # as stated by the 
author). [ =M. sylvia Boisduval]. 2. Ditto, labels. 

Figs 3-4. Macroglossum palauensis Matsumura, det. by the author. 3. %. [=M. corythus 
Walker]. 4. Ditto, labels. 
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Figs 5-6. Female genitalia of Macroglossum. 5. M. palauensis, holotype. 6. M. palauensis, 
det. by Matsumura. 


The next year he writes, “This species is common on Palau, southern Pacific [in Japanese].”, 
probably based on the two specimens. Unfortunately the two females are not the same 
species. As shown in the pictures here, we cannot judge which of them is the holotype from 
the original description and from the labels attached to the specimens. One is nearly perfect, 
but the other is rather worn and the hindwings are broken. I will here choose the former 
as the holotype of palauensis, which is identical with M. sylvia Boisduval (syn. nov.). The 
other specimen is identical with M. corythus Walker in its female genitalia, seemingly most 
close to subsp. pylene Felder, but the correct status of the subspecies is not decided. The 
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female genitalia of sylvia and corythus are very similar, but the colliculum of the former is 
a little longer and broader than in corythus. The male (figs 28, 29) and female (figs 46, 47) 
genitalia of sylvia and corythus are illustrated by Inoue, Kennett & Kitching, [1996]. 
Bridges, 1993, VII: 59, wrongly cites the type-locality of palauensis as Japan. 
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H = 
WIDRIS LD (ARRSH ICOw ec GEE BW) 


HAFŽO N7 YRT L NRD ko CHB te U CARS N7e Macroglossum palauensis Matsu- 
mura 43 y RIY ZORREK Bb DNAZLOFHMR TASC, ABASIC, SRARI 
Ło T palauensis LAE NI 2 EOE HoT, EB ODMZEMAERROD, BARDS b Fa 
DS b HEAD. ACH, KORBORDAOHBA®* holotype & 87 dk, Chili M. 
sylvia Boisduval. DY / =ACHSTEBFAYVU PS HRENSTCLEITED CHL. b31 BORSE 
E&E M. corythus Walker 447797 0K79¥~7&—-MU7e. FREE Cre fe 1 MoH (IED 
EHD) ELDOMRNSHTOHIR IOC, BOIERI paratype LIES žr. 
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